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FACILITATOR NOTES
1) School’s Previous Year’s Progress

· Discuss AYP Results and what they mean. 

2) Title I Program

· Title I funds are used by schools and districts for a variety of programs and activities designed to increase children’s academic achievement (especially in reading and math). Districts receive Title I funds from the federal government (through the PA Department of Education), and distribute these funds to schools based on the number of low-income students (eligible for free/reduced price lunch).   However, low-income is only used to distribute funds.  Students are selected to receive Title I services if they have an academic need.

· No Child Left Behind (NCLB) is the name given to the most recent update of the main federal education law that, among other things, provides for Title I funding. 
· For Title I Schoolwide Programs:  Our students are in a Title I School-wide program. This means that our Title I money can be used to upgrade the educational program in ways that may impact every student in the school .  This also means that every parent/guardian of a student in our school is a Title I parent!
· For Title I Targeted Programs:  Our school is a Title I Targeted Assisted School.  That means that we identify (or target) students for Title I services.  We look at assessment results for students and identify those who need extra help to get caught up with their classmates.  
3) Title I Funds

Program Funds – How much Title I funds does your school receive, and how are these funds being used in this school year?

· Describe your Title I program (in class, pull out) and what it looks like (children are pulled out of the classroom for ___ minutes for extra help from the Title I teacher OR a Title I teacher is in the classroom with the regular teacher during reading/math to provide additional help to students.)
Parent Involvement Funds –How much Title I Set Aside funds specifically for Parent Involvement does your school have for this school year? How and when will parents help to determine how that money is spent?  

· Describe how parent involvement funds were used the previous year.  Explain that parents must have the opportunity to help decide how the parent involvement funds are used and what type of parent involvement activities they want or need to help their kids do better in school.
4) Parent Involvement Requirements in NCLB

Section 1118 of No Child Left Behind requires:
· At least one annual Title I Meeting
· Title I District Parent Policy – how the district involves parents and build schools’ and parents’ capacity for strong parent involvement and to help their children succeed.   Must be reviewed and revised annually with parents.
· Distribute a copy of the District Parent Involvement Policy and review.
· Explain that Title I parents can be involved in reviewing and updating the policy each year (provide the dates/times for the meeting if available)
· Title I School Parent Involvement Policy  - how the school involves parents in organized, ongoing and timely ways in the planning, review and improvement of programs and provide opportunities for parents to learn how to work with our children to improve their achievement. Must be reviewed and revised annually with parents.
· Distribute a copy of the School Parent Involvement Policy and review.
· Explain that Title I parents can be involved in reviewing and updating the policy each year (provide the dates/times for the meeting if available)
· Title I School-Parent Compact – outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement. Must be reviewed and revised annually with parents. 
· Distribute a copy of the School Parent Compact to review and discuss
· Explain that Title I parents can be involved in reviewing and updating the school/parent policy each year (provide the dates/times for the meeting if available)
5) Curriculum
· Describe and explain the curriculum (example: McMillan K-5, Everyday Math, Write Tools, etc)
6) Contacting Staff

· Describe the process for parents to contact school staff if they have questions or concerns about their child’s progress or other issues.

7) Assessments
· Forms of academic assessment used to measure your student’s progress: by grade level (example: Terra Nova = 1st and 2nd grade; PSSA = 3rd, 4th & 5th grade; Reading First school = K, 1 and 2 focus.)

· Proficiency Levels – Describe the proficiency levels students are expected to meet.  Be sure to explain to parents that students must be proficient, not basic, on the PSSA. 
· Describe specifically when (and how often) will parents receive reports on children’s progress? (example: Wednesday folder; folder goes home daily in K and 1; Diebel results were sent home; PSSA results are mailed home in the fall.)
8) Important Dates: 
· Provide a list of workshops, parent events, district meetings, etc. that may be of interest to parents or are opportunities for them to be involved.
9) Opportunities to Volunteer:
Describe the various opportunities for parents to volunteer or become involved in your school.  Some examples might include:

· In the school, in classrooms, or on fieldtrips 
· Decisions and Planning on How to Use Title I School Parent Involvement Funds
· District/School Councils - meetings throughout the year where parents participate in school-wide program planning, and decide how to use the Title I parent involvement funds
· School Parent Councils

10) Parents’ Rights under No Child Left Behind (NCLB)

· Request the qualifications of your child’s teacher

· Be notified if your child is taught for more than 4 consecutive weeks by a teacher who is not highly qualified

· Request opportunities for regular meetings with staff in order to make suggestions
· Participate in decisions relating to the education of your child

· Submit a written comment on the school-wide program plan when the school makes the plan available to the district (if you are not satisfied with the plan)

